
NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

ON THE PROPOSED TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD


FOR THE MIDDLE FORK EEL RIVER


15 October 2003 

PURPOSE OF NOTICE 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is soliciting public comments on the proposed 
Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for Temperature and Sediment for the Middle Fork Eel River. 
Comments for the record should be made in writing by 17 November 2003 to the address below. EPA 
will prepare a summary of responses to all written comments received by EPA by the close of the 
comment period. 

EPA will hold an informal public meeting on Thursday, 16 October 2003, from 7 to 9 p.m., at the 
Masonic Hall, at the corner of Commercial and Howard Streets, in Covelo, CA. The purpose of the 
meeting is to help interested persons understand the proposed TMDL. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act requires states to identify waterbodies that do not meet water 
quality standards and then to establish a TMDL for each waterbody which will ensure attainment of water 
quality standards. The Middle Fork Eel River is on the State of California’s Section 303(d) list due to the 
impacts on beneficial uses, primarily those related to the cold water fishery. The identified pollutants for 
the Middle Fork Eel River are temperature and sediment. EPA will establish the TMDLs for Temperature 
and Sediment for the Middle Fork Eel River no later than 31 December 2003 in order to meet EPA’s 
obligations under a consent decree (Pacific Coast Federation of Fisherman’s Associations, et al., v. 
Marcus, No.95-4474 MHP, March 11, 1997). 

COPIES AND CONTACT INFORMATION 

Written copies of the proposed TMDL are available for public review. They will be available 
electronically on the EPA web site (http://www.epa.gov/region09/water/tmdl), and review copies of the 
TMDL and supporting documents will be placed at the Ukiah and Fort Bragg branches of the Mendocino 
County Public Library, Humboldt State University Library, the College of the Redwoods Mendocino 
Coast Campus Library, and the Round Valley Resource Center. 

Questions regarding the TMDL should be directed to Janet Parrish at 415-972-3456 (telephone) or 
parrish.janet@epa.gov (e-mail). 

Comments on the proposed TMDLs can be sent to: 
Janet Parrish (WTR-2) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

EPA will consider comments on the proposed TMDLs received by 17 November 2003. 






